‘Breathtaking, but worth the buchs?' 
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Win an industry plagued with that ever present problem 
| of making consumers happy, it has become far too 
= easy to lose sight of our AWD dreams. Boring practical 
things like low fuel consumption, airbags and crumple 
zones bombard us, and by their very presence, cloud our 
lofty dreams of what a 4WD should ideally be. 

Enter Mr John Davis, the man who single handedly resur- 
rected my dreams of an ideal 4WD in just one short, 
breathtaking drive. Function, in his eyes, rules over efficien- 
cy. The ability of his machines to climb cliffs and ford rivers, 
is far more important than rounded lines and fancy drag 
co-efficients. 

So what's he prattling on about anyway you ask? 

BUSHRANGIE. That’s right. No, not smooth sounding Prado 
or Pajero. What's more, unlike many four wheel drives on 
the market, it actually lives up to its tough name. This car is 
a criminal. It rapes and pillages all the best available parts 
from the 4WD industry, and slaps them together in a mean 
machine. 

But what about Tread Lightly | hear you collectively 
gasp? Forget it. The BUSHRANGIE accelerator does 
strange things to even the most humble, conservative 
foot. It is as if upon climbing into the cabin, 50 percent of 
the world’s lead deposits are instantly transformed by your 
right foot. 

John Davis took me for my first ride in the BUSHRANGIE. | 
climbed in, or should | say up to the cabin, and nervously 
tugged at the seat belt. No go. It looked stuck. | turned to 
John, hoping for some quick fix seat belt remedy, but 
none was forthcoming. “Don't worry, | won't crash!” was 
the answer. | quietly prayed to the 4WD god, asking him 
to protect me in my foolish exploits. But why did | bother, 
he was sitting next to me in the driver’s seat. | felt reas- 
sured, safe. Dumb? Very. 

After belting down some dodgy dirt tracks at break-neck 
speed, we came up to a 55 degree rutted sandstone 
incline. | looked at John, hoping he’d heard my prayers. 
He hadn't. With an ironically devilish grin, he proceeded. 
Diff locks engaged, we burbled and grunted up the hill. 
The throaty 4.2 litre V8 was never in doubt of its ability to 
conquer the incline. Once at the top, somewhat relieved, 
| smiled and felt bulletproof in my new dream machine. 
“Bring on a real incline” | rejoiced. Jonn responded to 
these irrational words before | had time to back down. He 
drove up to an impossible incline and parked halfway up, 
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on the kind of angle that urged you to, literally, sit back in 
your seat and ponder geometry. On the way back down | 
checked my vital signs to make sure | was still with the liv- 
ing. Or had | risen to that much sought after 4WD heaven? 
| couldn't decide. 

We returned to the blacktop to see how the machine 
handled on the highway and around town. When you're 
in a car that is so visually distinctive, and so audibly pleas- 
ing you can’t help but feel kind of HUGE in the driver's 
seat. 

The BUSHRANGIE handled superbly both on and off road. 
The whole time it felt assured and predictable. Corners 
were flat, with no traditional Range Rover body roll, and in 
places where lesser four wheel drives would bottom out 
and scrape on both inclines and declines, the BUSHRANG- 
IE glided right over without a scratch. 

When my feet returned back to solid ground, | felt deter- 
mined to find out how the BUSHRANGIE did it, and more 
importantly, how | could get my greasy little paws on one. 

A Little History 

The BUSHRANGIE is derived from the British designed and 
built Dakar 4WD. This car was built with tough off-road per- 
formance in mind, as it was originally designed for the 
prestigious Paris to Dakar rally. 

John Davis Motorworks bought the rights of the Dakar 
AWD, and then improved on it. Alterations such as length- 
ening of the front end to allow for air conditioning, and 
improving the overall finish have contributed to making 
the BUSHRANGIE far more comfortable and pleasing to 
the eye than the original Dakar 4WD. From the beginning, 
the BUSHRANGIE shell has been built onto a Range Rover 
chassis, with engines, suspension, differentials, transmissions 
all being derived from the Range Rover stable as well. 

The key to the success of the John Davis Motorworks 
BUSHRANGIE is that every car is customised to meet both 
the off-road requirements and bank balance of the driver. 
John Davis has been in the automotive business for 25 
years, and has no inclination to turn his BUSHRANGIE into 
mass produced four wheel drives. The BUSHRANGIE project 
has been going for just three and a half years, and John 
now has 34 orders to be filled. Even with this heavy load of 
orders, Davis still believes that it will only take eight weeks 
from the time you order your customised beast, until it is sit- 
ting there in front of your very eyes, grunting and snorting, 
urging to be used. > 
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Based on the Range Rover/Discovery chassis and drive-train, © 


the Bush Rangie has inherited its exceptional off-road 
performance and reliability, only to eliminate 500kg of excess 
vehicle weight and overhang, leaving it with unsurpassed 
performance that must be experienced to be believed. 


Bush Rangies come with a variety of engine options in either 
V8 Petrol or Diesel Motors, that will give your Bush Rangie 
enough push to excite even the most inanimate. 


» <RANGIE 
Manufactured by 
Dauis Bush Rangie Motor Company Pty Ltd 


A.C.N. 070 815 913 


"Across terrain where horses and wild goats would detour, the 
Bush Rangie was unstoppable." - 4\Wheeler Magazine 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
; (02) 679 1179 


drive-train options are 
available to suit all your 
requirements, ranging from 
reconditioned or new factory | 
V8 petrol motors upto 5.0L | 
capacity, or a large range of 
diesel motors, with a series 
of transmission and diff 
packages to suit the mild, or ~~ 
the most serious enthusiast. — 


Special attention is also 
given to quality and 
refinement during the 
production of a Bush 
Rangie. Included in the 
already well appointed 


$ Bush Rangie are a large 


series of options to suit 
individual taste and 
budget. 


The Price for Off-Road Heaven 

Let’s get this minor detail out of the way, so all you die- 
hard off-roaders out there can start selling your houses 
and blue chip shares, and con- 
vincing your spouses and bank 
managers of the great resale 
value and investment quality of 
the BUSHRANGIE. 

The base model BUSHRANGIE 
will set you back $37,000. As 
those horrendous ads would say, 
‘Drive away, no more to pay!’ All 
parts and labour is supplied by 
John Davis Motorworks, and the 
vehicle comes with a 12 month / 
20,000km warranty. All running 
gear is fully reconditioned, so reliability should be no prob- 
lem. 

There is, however, another way to get your bum in the 
seat of a BUSHRANGIE. It is possible to bring in your own 
Range Rover or Discovery, and have it converted to a 
BUSHRANGIE. This is popular with rolled over Range Rovers 
and Discoverys whose interiors are still intact, or with peo- 
ple whose old Rangies are on their last legs. The conver- 
sion costs a flat rate of $30,000, 
however, some people like to 
have their old bus overhauled in 
= the process, which of course 

| costs extra. 


* Standard Specification: 
Base Model BUSHRANGIE 
Engine - 3.5L Rover V8, Fully 

Reconditioned, Carburetted. 
Transmission - 4 sod Manual or 3 
| sod Borg Warner Auto; transmis- 
sion and transfer case fully recon- 
ditioned. 

Suspension - Production Range 
Rover design, all remanufac- 


tured. 


Differentials - Standard Range Rover differentials, 3.5:1 
ratio. 

Chassis - Modified 100 inch wheel-base from Range 
Rover, baked enamel. 

Roll Frame - Tubular Steel Roll Frame, fully padded and 
upholstered, 

Dashboard - Range Rover complete dash up to Phase II. 

Interior - Fully re-upholstered in either velour or UV resis- 
tant leather look vinyl. Seating for five people - five seat- 
belts. 

Canopy - Complete top, rear and side curtains fitted with 
clear windows. 

Impact Bars - Front and rear custom impact bars, side 
intrusion bars, baked enamel. 

Wheels and Tyres - 15 x 7 Sunraysia with 10.5 x 31 x 15 BF 
Goodrich A/T Tyres. 

Power Steering - Standard Range Rover components. 

Fuel System - 80 litre Alloy Fuel Tank. 
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Incredible angles of approach and departure allow the 
vehicle to attack almost anything. Spare tyre mounts 
high and out of the way but does restrict rear visibility - if 
you’re game enough to look backwards! 


The Secret to BUSHRANGIE Offroad Supremacy 
The BUSHRANGIE kind of had to be a success. When you 
combine the already very capable off-road qualities of 
the Range Rover with a very low, very light body that has 
amazing approach and departure angles, offroad suc- 
cess seems pretty obvious. Combine this with a list of 
options that would make your average car dealer break 
down and cry, and you've got yourself a 4WD. 
The great thing about the BUSHRANGIE is its ability to be 
customised. John Davis has a list of options for the 


BUSHRANGIE that is just about longer than the Magna 
Carta, but I'll just go through some of the more mouthwa- 
tering options to whet your appetite. 

Engine Options - In petrol, the list of optional engines 
ranges from 3.9 or 4.2 litre brand new factory hotwire 
injected V8s, right through to 4.2, 4.3, 4.6 and 4.8 litre JDM 
performance stroker V8 motors. All are fully reconditioned. 

The diesel options are just as interesting, starting with the 
efficient Rover 2.5 Turbo Diesel, then going up to the 3.9 
litre Turbocharged Isuzu Diesel (as used in 6 tonne 6x6 
Land Rover), and peaking with the 6.5 litre GM direct 
injected diesel engine - turbo optional. This last 6.5 litre 
engine is used in the 3 tonne Hummer, without the turbo. 

Extractors, turbochargers and some new high perfor- 
mance superchargers are also available. Doesn't Santa's 
wish list just keep getting longer! 

Differential Options - JDM has chosen the reliable and 


Handling in the 
rough is amazing. 
" BUSHRANGIE is a 
brilliant alternative 
| for the man on the 
land. 


| tested option of front and rear maxi-drive locking 
differentials. These come with stronger axles than 
standard, and while not being too hi-tech, the 
» | Maxi-drive certainly does the job without com- 
| plaints off road. 

~ | Transmission Options - The list of transmissions is 
good too, with a choice of two five speed transmis- 
| sions, one early ‘86 type, and the other the late ‘90 
| type. Automatic transmissions come in three speed 
|| and four speed variants. 

| Suspension Options - The suspension in the 
BUSHRANGIE really surprised me. While the car cor- 
| nered flat at high speed (largely due to front and 
rear anti-roll bars) the wheel travel in hairy offroad 


| front wheels, and 29 inches at the rear. There is, 


A choice of 
Range Rover 
and Discovery 
dashes are 
available along 
with sporty tim- 
(shay, E y | ber and leather 

A 7| steering wheels 

| and optional 

a d A | Recaro seats. 
however, some hot new air suspension in the pipeline 
we're told. John Davis reckons it makes the BUSHRANGIE 
turn into a preying mantis with its wheel travel, and when it 
arrives we'll keep you posted here at BUSHDRIVER. 

Body Options - There are plenty of options in this depart- 
ment, with the obvious snorkel (custom made), driving 
lights, alloy wheels and one to five inch body lift making 
up the list. Fuel tanks can be up to 120 litres, with two > 
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further optional 50 litre side belly tanks. One of the most 
interesting options, however, is the soon to be introduced 
hardtop version, with yes, Lamborghini-like gull wing doors. 
This car will be an unstop- 
pable chick magnet! 

Interior Options - Phase II 
Range Rover and two types 
of Discovery dashboards are fans. 
also an option, along with 
some sporty timber and 
leather steering wheels. 
Recaro front seats can also 
be installed, along with a 
dash-top mounted radio | 
pod. 

Safety 

The BUSHRANGIE, while not 
looking like a remarkable 
safe 4WD, is in fact more 
safe than most. All alterations 
are done to meet Australian | 
safety standard require- | 
ments. The full roll cage is far L- 
stronger than | 
average, and the | 
side intrusion bars 
are thick and 
strong, far 
stronger than orig- 
inal Range Rover 
side intrusion bars. 
Front and rear 
impact bars 
would also aid 
with little dingles. 
The BUSHRANGIE is 
also a staggering 
400 - 500 kg 
(depending on 
options) lighter 
than your aver- 
age Range Rover. 
There are even 
four child restraint 
device anchor 
points in the back 
seats - quite the family planner!!! 

Limitations and Problems 

Well, by this time in the story, | guess you can tell that | 
sort of like the BUSHRANGIE. Like most things, however, it 
does have its drawbacks. While the exterior finish is quite 
good, there are still a few problems in the finish depart- 
ment inside. The right hand side of the dash doesn’t con- 
nect clearly with the side of the car, and the carpet work 
on the floor is a little sub-standard. When you're buying a 
$37,000 plus car, some may shirk at these problems. 

Inside the BUSHRANGIE is also a little noisy, particularly 
when the throttle opens up. OK, so it sounds like two 747 
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| planes are over- 


you'll find the. 
pay. 2 sweet sound of a 
Ih TA V8 immensely 
PE ae, therapeutic. 

ry E o Wa Presently, 
a _ 7 = biggest problem 
about the BUSHRANGIE is the fact that it’s strictly a soft top. 
This is an expensive crazy looking machine that would no 
doubt delight most thieves, and the fact that there is only 


the 


Power to weight 
ratio is awesome. 
Inside, the 
BUSHRANGIE is 
as sophisticated 
as your bank 
balance allows. 


a bit of vinyl between you and them, is a little disconcert- 
ing. JDM does cater for this with some pretty tricky alarm 
and anti-theft systems, however, | must say | remain 
unconvinced. Bring on the hard top! 

The major hurdle that most prospective buyers will have 
to overcome is the price. At a minimum of $37,000 the 
BUSHRANGIE does not come cheap. Most of us are bat- 
tling to find enough pesos to buy a functional car, let 
alone an unashamed fun machine. 

Conclusions 

I’m sold. The BUSHRANGIE wreaks arrogance and func- 
tion in a AWD package. You'd go a long way to find a 
4WD with more capable off road abilities. It may not be 
great to do the shopping in or take the kids to school, but 
so what. & 


